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Item 4.01 Changes in Registrant's Certifying Accountant
    

(a) Previous independent registered public accounting firm

On September 12, 2013, Steel Partners Holdings L.P., a Delaware corporation (the “Registrant”), following a competitive bidding process, notified
Grant Thornton LLP ("GT") that the Registrant was dismissing GT as its independent registered public accounting firm effective immediately. The Audit
Committee of the Board of Directors of Steel Partners Holdings GP, Inc., as General Partner of the Registrant, approved the dismissal.

The reports of GT on the financial statements of the Registrant for the years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011 contained no adverse opinion or
disclaimer of opinion and were not qualified or modified as to uncertainty, audit scope or accounting principle.

During the fiscal years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011 and through September 12, 2013, there have been no:

(i) disagreements with GT on any matter of accounting principles or practices, financial statement disclosure or auditing scope or procedure, which
disagreements, if not resolved to the satisfaction of GT, would have caused them to make reference to the subject matter of the disagreement(s) in connection
with its reports on the financial statements for such years; or

(ii) "reportable events" (as defined in Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K).

The Registrant has provided GT with a copy of this Form 8-K, and has requested that GT furnish a letter addressed to the Securities and Exchange
Commission stating whether or not it agrees with the above statements and, if not, stating the respects in which it does not agree. A copy of such letter, dated
September 13, 2013, indicating that GT is in agreement with such disclosures, is filed as Exhibit 16.1 to this Form 8-K.

(b) New independent registered public accounting firm

On September 12, 2013, the Registrant engaged BDO USA LLP ("BDO") as the Registrant's independent registered public accountant effective
immediately. The engagement was approved by the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors of Steel Partners Holdings GP, Inc., as General Partner of the
Registrant, and was made after a competitive bidding process and evaluation. During the Registrant's two most recent fiscal years and the subsequent interim
period through September 12, 2013, the Registrant did not consult BDO with respect to any of the matters or events listed in Regulation S-K Item 304(a)(2).
During such periods, BDO has been the independent registered public accounting firm for Steel Excel, Inc. and its subsidiaries, a consolidated, majority
owned subsidiary of the Registrant.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits
 
(d)           Exhibits

Exhibit No. Exhibits

16.1

Letter of Grant Thornton dated September 13, 2013 to the
Securities and Exchange Commission regarding
statements included in this Form 8-K.

 

 
 

 



SIGNATURES
 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Exchange Act, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto
duly authorized.
 

September 13, 2013 STEEL PARTNERS HOLDINGS L.P.
  
 By: Steel Partners Holdings GP Inc.
  Its General Partner
   
  
 By: /s/ James F. McCabe, Jr.

  James F. McCabe, Jr.
  Chief Financial Officer
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EXHIBIT 16.1

September 13, 2013

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
Office of the Chief Accountant
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

Re: Steel Partners Holdings LP
File No. 0-5465

Dear Sir or Madam:

We have read Item 4.01 of Form 8-K of Steel Partners Holdings LP., dated September 13, 2013, and agree with the statements
concerning our Firm contained therein.

Very truly yours,

/s/ GRANT THORNTON LLP


